DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH WEST MIDLANDS
Feedback from the Plenary Session of the West Midlands NCMP Workshop 29th June 2009
1. The presentation on NCMP data from the West Midlands Public Health Observatory was considered very useful.  If further information is required refer to http://www.wmpho.org.uk/ and/or put in an information request form at http://www.wmpho.org.uk/requests/
2. It was felt useful to share experiences but in future we need to allow more time for discussion.   I would encourage all attendees to continue to share learning and challenges and to keep in touch with each other and with DH.   Karen.saunders@dh.gsi.gov.uk
3. There is a continued need to educate the workforce e.g. growth charts in the red book v BMI.  We need a consistent approach.   Have we any examples of training undertaken or awareness raising done with school nurses, GPs, Health visitors etc.?    
4. Professional judgment may be required in interpretation of some results  e.g. for sporty children with muscle mass.   Examples of handling this locally are welcomed.
5. Advice on Freedom of Information  “exceptions” would be useful.   Rosie Taylor to advise.

6. Regional approaches to training around measuring and weighing should be considered.  Karen Saunders will discuss with the SHA.

7. We need to consider local weight management services capacity as demand for services increases.  Are local care pathways in place?   Referring on to “Change for Life” was also considered important.

8. The Routine Feedback Questionnaire discussed by Rosie Taylor will be sent out for completion and will also +be on the website http://www.obesitywm.org.uk .

9. Problems with “Change for Life” registration should be reported to Karen Saunders who will liaise with David Shaw.  To sign up as a local supporter visit http://www.nhs.uk/Change4Life/Pages/Partners.aspx
10. Examples of good practice should be shared so they can be shared on the obesity website.  Please send examples to Karen Saunders.   The SHA was particularly keen to see examples of NCMP work in relation to children in care and disabled children.
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